Outbreak!
4th Six Weeks Project

You are sent out as part of a news team to cover the story of an outbreak of a disease caused by a bacterium. Choose a bacterium appropriate to the location where the outbreak originated, e.g., cholera outbreak at a campground by a river. Your research should include: 

! research the disease – its causes, symptoms, and treatment 

! research the location of the outbreak and its possible connection to the outbreak 

! identify cases (since this is a hypothetical case, your cases will exhibit classic characteristics) 

! develop a hypothesis of why the outbreak occurred 

! suggest ways that the outbreak may have been prevented 

Write a news story that summarizes all of your findings. 
Webpages to assist you in writing a news story:

http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/resources/special_initiatives/toolkit_resources/tipsheets/writing_news_story.cfm
http://www.mediacollege.com/journalism/news/write-stories.html
http://www.courses.vcu.edu/ENG-jeh/BeginningReporting/Writing/writing.htm
Be sure to include the 5 W’s, a good lead, the inverted pyramid format, and watch for grammar and punctuation (all of these can be found on the above webpages).  This assignment MUST BE TYPED.
Due Wednesday, February 11 for 3rd, 4th, 5th, & 7th periods and Thursday, February 12 for 6th period.
No exceptions or excuses will be made for late assignments.  This project will not be accepted late.  If you will be absent or not in class, please make arrangements to turn it in before the due date.  Again, no exceptions will be made.
Options for Bacterial Diseases:
	Pathogen
	disease

	Bacillus anthracis 
	anthrax

	Bordetella pertussis 
	whooping cough

	Clostridium botulinum 
	botulism

	Clostridium perfringens
	gas gangrene

	Clostridium tetani 
	tetanus

	Corynebacterium diphtheria
	diphtheria

	Escherichia coli 
	acute pyelonephritis 

	Francisella tularensis
	tularemia or rabbit fever

	Hemophilus influenzae
	meningitis

	Lactobacillus acidophilus 
	cavities

	Mycobacterium leprae
	leprosy (Hansen's disease)

	Mycobacterium tuberculosis 
	tuberculosis

	Neisseria gonorrhoeae 
	gonorrhoea

	Neisseria meningitidis 
	spinal menigitis

	Rickettsia richettsii 
	Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever 

	Rickettsia prowazekii 
	typhus

	Salmonella typhi 
	typhoid fever

	Salmonella typhimurium
	food poisoning

	Shigella dysenteriae
	dysentery

	Streptococcus mutans 
	cavities

	Streptococcus pneumoniae
	pneumonia

	Streptococcus (group A)
	scarlet fever / strep throat

	Streptococcus (group A)
	rheumatic fever

	Treponema pallidum 
	syphilis

	Treponema pertenue 
	yaws

	Vibrio cholerae 
	cholera

	Yersinia pestis 
	plague

	Staphylococcus aureus
	Toxic shock syndrome / skin infections


